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eAdyertiſcment by the Sheriff Deput of Aberdeen: 
Shire underſubſcryving, in relation to the 
| Lords of Conncill their Proclamation againſt For- 
flallers, and allowing Importation of /iiinall. 
V y the Ninth day of Ilune inſtant, and that the lamen 
is of great import to be known penerally to all 


in the Countrey, there being few who may not be concern- 
ed therein; Therefore | am advyſed, and it is thought fir to 


caule Re-print the ſame, to beread at each Parish-Kick with- 
in this Shire, and whereof the tenor tollovwes, 


PROCLAMATION 


Apainit Regraiting of Vitnal, and Foreſtallers, and allow: 
ing the /mportation of V itlual free of 'Fdlick Burden, 


KILLIAM by the grace of God, King of Great Britain, 
France and Ireland; Defender of the Fauth, [0 


Hereas, | have received the ſaid Proclamation of date 


Micers of Our-Priyy Counrcill, Meſſergers at Arms, Our 
Sheriffs itdchat parr, Conjuittly and Sever illy, Specially, Cun- 
ſtitute, Greeting ; Foraſmuch as by Several Acts of Puilia- 
ment, the keeping up ot Victual to a Dearth, is ſtritly Prohibired, and 
particularly, it is Statute by ' the Acts, 1ames the Second P-riiament Cap. 
þxth, twenty two and twenty three, that forthe Eſct.cuing of Deircth 5 Shevitts, 
Bailies and other Officers both to Burgh, and to Land; inquire whac Per» 
ſons Buvs Vidtual, and holds it ta a Dearth : And that the {aids Sheriffs 
add Officers make ſuch known, that in caſe they hold more then will 
Suſtain them, and their Meinzie to New-Corn they may be puniſhed, 
and Demeaned as Oclerers and Ulurers ; and che Victual Eſchcated to 
Us -and that the ſame be Preſented to Mercats, and fold as the vrice 
gors, And by the Act James the Second Parliament ninth, Cap thirty- 
tieht and thirty.ninth, it is Ordained that no manner of Vidtusl be bolden 
in Girvals by any man roa Dearth, but allenctly what is necdful tor their 
own Perſons, and Suſtentation of their Houſholes. and that the ſzids Pcrz 
ſons preſent all that they have more to the Mercat, under the Pain of 
Eſcheat thereof: And Searchers arc appointed in Edinburgh ani Licth to 
make the ſaids Acts EffeQtual: As likewiſe, the Crime of Fr falling is tor. 
didden by ſeveral As and Statutes, and particularly by the At 1amrs the 
Sixth, Parliament twelfth, Cap. one hundred and fourty eight it is Deciaied, that 
who Buyes any Merchandize, or Viſtual coming to Fair or Mercar, or mikts 
aty Contra&t or Promiſe tor the buying of rhe ſame, before the {aid Mets 
chandize or ViRual ſhall be in the Fait or Mercat-Place icady ts Ee fole, 
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» ſhall make #2y motion by Word, Writ, or Meſſage for raiſing of | 
Prices, or Dearer {ellidg of the Taid Metchatdiſe and Viaual; ot «A a 
Ditwade any from toming, and, bringing the foreſaid Merchandize ud * 
ViRual to Fait of Metcat, ſhall be Eſtecrmed and Tudged a Foreſtaller, Arg y 
it is Ordained that all ſuch Foreſtallers may be Purſued befote the luſtices; | 
or Magiſtrats of Burghs, and that without a ſpecial Libel, bur only upon | 
Foreſtalling in Gereral, and the Perſons cory: to be Fined for the 6;6 : 
Fault in Fowrty. Pounds, for the Second in one hundred Merks, andtorthe 
Thitd to Incutr the Tifhlel of Moveables, And ſecing that through te 
hot due Obfetyance, and the Execution of the foreſaids As; The Cys. 7 
mity of the Countrey, by the preſent Scarcity and Dearth is preatly |z. | 
creaſed. THEREFORE We with Advice of the Lords of Out Privy | 
Counci!l, have thoaght fit to Revive the ſame, and Ordain them to be py # 
to Seri Execution, atd for that EfcR, to Impower and Require all Shrifh 
of Shircs, Stewarts of Stewartries, Lords and Bailies of Regalirics, ad 
their Deputs, aod Magiſtrats of Burghs, as likewife afl Commiſſioner of 
Supplic, and Iuſtices of Peace, to cauſe Inquire, and ſearch to bemade, 
who holds up, or Girnels Vitual or keeps ſtacks contrary to the forchid 
Laws, and to Command and Chatge the keepets up of the ſaid Vidwl in 
Girnels, Statks, or otherways Cvntrary to the ſaids Stitutes Either to Threſh 
out, bring, and Expoſe the ſame for Sale, in open and ordinary Mercas, 
or otherwiſe to op*h their Gitnels, atd other Hoaſes where the Vidal i 
kerped, and there Sell the ſame, as the faid Sheriffs, Stewarts of Stewarties, 
Lords and Bailies of Regalities, and their Deputs, and Magiſtrats of Burghs, 
or ariy two of the ſaids Commiſſioners, ſhall fiod the ordinary Price to 
Rule for the time ih the Country not below the laſt Candlemeſs Fiers, with 
Certification chat if chey Failzie therein, they ſhall be Proceeded gyiidh 
and the Pains of the forcſaids AQts of Parliament Execute upon ther 
with all rigour; And in the mean time the Vieual Girneled, and Utlts. 
fully keeped up as ſaid js, Arreaſted and Sequeſtrat by the foreſaid Sheriff 
and others as Eſcheat, And further, We with Advice foreſaid, Commud 
and Charge all Magiſtrats of Burghs, and other Officers of the Landto 
' take Care that a)l Mercats and Fairs be duely Regular, conform tothe 
Laws, without Extortion, and to cauſe put the forelaid Ads of Parliamet 


agzinſt Foreſtallers to due and vigorous Execution z Certifying: the fore S 
ſaids Sheriffs, Magiſtrars and others, who ſhall fail in their Uuty i r 
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Premiſſes, that upon information given to the Lords of Our Piivy Coun 
they fhal} be therefore ſeverely Puniſhed, as the Lords of Out Privy 
Council ſhall ſce, Cauſe. And futther, for tne vercer Releif of the Couey 


under the preſent great Scarcity, whereby the Prices of Vidual arc __ 
E 


above the Rates mentior.ed in the AR of Parliament for probibiting 
Import of Forraign Vitual, We with Advice foreſaid,do hereby grant Licedle 
and full liberty to all Perſons to import ViRual and Corn of all ſors, from 
any forraign Kingdom or Countrey, and that free of Cuſtom, Excilt, 0 
Other Impoſition, and for that effeR Recommends it to the Commiſloner 
of Our Theſaury, to Diſcharge the ExaRing thereof for the (aid Vidul 
to be imported as ſ2id is, after the day and date hereof, and that gory” 
fanding of any A of Parliament or Book of Rates Impoſing the ap | 
Declaring, that this Licenſe and Liberty, is to Endure until the Firſt Dir 
September rext to come, and no longer. OUR WILL IS HEREFOl 
and We Charge you ſtrit'y and Command, that inconigent theſe Oc 
Leneis ſeen, ye paſs to the Mercats Croſs of Edinbergh, and tothe Mt! 


| 
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z Croſſes of the remanent Head-Burghs of the ſeveral Shires and Stewartries 

# within this Kingdom, and there in Oyr Name and Authority, by opeg 
Proclamation, make Intimation hereof, that none pretend Ignorance. And 

Orgains theſe Preſents ro be Printed. 


Given anatr Our Signet a3 Edinburgh rhe Ninth Day of lune ando7 o 
| Reign the erght Tear, 1696, 5 firs. of an of Our 


| 
Ex deliberatione Dominoram Seereri Concilil, 
|  GILB, ELIOT C6. Sri. Comcilii, 


G OD fave the KING, 


| And now ſeeing that by.the foreſaid Proclamation, it is evi- 
+ dent how much the King and Lords of his Majeſties Prevy 
Pouncil, are concerned, to have theſe abuſes of Foreſtalling, keeps 
| ing up of Viltual, and exorbitant prices thereof reftrained; and 
thac Sheriffs and other Judges in their reſpetye bounds and ju. 
tiſditions, are peremptorly required to pat the faid Proclamation 
; to due execution, under the peril of being ſeverely punished : 
| ard particularly, that Sheriffs and other Magiſtrats therein men= 
' tioned, $hall cauſe fell all Y:2Zual at the ordinary Price for the 
| time in the Countrey, not below the laft (andlemaſs Frerr; and 
| ] confideriog and advyfing with the moſt underſtanding Per- 
{ ſons} could hnd in and about this Burgh of Aberdeen, what the 
* Prices of YidIual may be univerlally thorow this Shire this 
| | furtent Year, tro Martinmeſs next; and alſo finding that the 
{ Firs of the Year duely made by the inqueſt of ſworn Men, 
t both before Sheriff and Commiſler, at {analemaſs laſt, for Crop 
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= Thouſand ſix bunred and tunty five, for the beſt Beer, Malt or 
Meal, does not exceed the lume of Ten merks Scots the Boll ; 
* and that pentrally the Price berwixt Heretors and Merchancs 
: for this lalk Cropt, have been for the moſt part abour the 


Jame Rates, or but litle bigher of late bought by ſundries, 
who may be juſtly called rvre#atters, and who take advantadge 


ofthe Countrey, and to fell at more exorbicant Rates, doc 
keep up Yifual from ale, and fo oblidge the poor people 
F to give what Price they pleaſe, or ſtarve; whereas ſundry 
conſiderable Merchants in this Burgh are yer ſelling and recail- 
ing their Meal at Thirteen Merks per Boll, doe therefore by 
* authority of the ſaid Proclamation, and power given thereby 
to Sheriffs, for ſering of Prices of Y:ual, and reſtraining the 
abuſes therein mentioned ; ordain and declare that the higheſt 
Price of the beſt Meel, Bear or Mair, of the forelaid Cropr, 


and 
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and others in Girnels nov ſeiling, or to be {914 withih 
Shire, shall not exceed the ſume of z1m2 pound ſeors per | 
in ready money; as being the molt ordinary current | 
for the time, and proportionally, for greater or [eller q 
tities of lawfull and ftandart meaſure: And in caice 
be ſold upon truſt, that ic be fold tor ſuch reaſonable 
proportionall rates to. the ſaid ready money, as may cat 


wich Law, and without extortion upon the buyers, 

And theſe arc alfo ordaining, that all in this - Shire who have ; 
Bear in ſixcks, or otherwayes preſerved, ſhall caufe threſh or (ell our 
ſame at reaſonable Rates, proportinall to the foreſaids Prices, as the 
Corn and Bear would yeild in Mea/ or Halt, or make ſell and Ciſpof 
the ſame in Meal or Halt themſerves, by due ſale at the Rates tore 
And tiat none, Whither Heretor or Merchant keep up Girnels of pit 
Meal, Bear or <Atalr, or any qua'iity thereof,” any manner of Way, t 
then-will {erve their own Families to Martinmaſs next at faitheſt; 
rifying ſuch, whither in Burgh or- Landwart, as ſhall doe in the cone 
or ſhall be guilty of any manner of Fereſta/ling, or contraveening the 
Laudible Lawes and Proclamation abovementioned, either by keeping w 
Viftual of any kind, or taking for the ſame above the Rates before ex 
or any way Foreſtalling of Mercats, prohibited by the faids Lawes, 
, upon complaint, or any diſcovery thereof, they will be perſued legally; 
puniſhed conform to the As of Parliament and Conncill made againſt 
eranſgreſſors, and their Forefta!led Yifual, or other Goods, ſeized 
made Eſcheat in manner, therein preſcryved, and- that with all 
competent in Law: And-chat none pretend ignorance, thir preſenes 
ordained to be publiſhed at cach pariſh Kirk within this Shire, by 
Readers thereat the next Lords Day immediatly after Divine Service, 
duely kept by them to be furth coming for the uſe of all concern 
for which this is warrand. Given at Aberdeen the twenty Fouth day 
Twne, One Thouſand fix hundred and njntty fix Tears, by me the (aid She 
Deput under lubſcryviog. 


ANDREW FRASER, , 


